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Propitiation

The technical Bible word for this act is 'propitiation' and the place where is 
was achieved is called 'the propitiatory'; more often in English Bibles, it is 
described as the Mercy Seat. A price was paid and instead of judgment 
reconciliation became possible. If we move, briefly, from the Old Covenant 
shadow to the New Covenant reality we find that Paul describes the death of 
Christ at Calvary as the place where the price was paid and reconciliation 
effected.

Romans 32425 NKJV

being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 
whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed, Romans 32425 
NKJV

This is one of the great foundation verses of the gospel. Because of  
Christ's shed blood, God accepts the offender and 'passes over' or 'looks 
beyond' his sins when he puts his personal faith in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ.

When the Anointed Priest was 'fit for service' (ceremoniously 'right with God" he 
began the second  part of the ceremony. This time a sacrificial animal would 
represent not just the priestly family but the whole Sinai Covenant people;

Leviticus 161516 ASV

¶ Then shall he kill the goat of the sin-offering, that is for the people, and 
bring his blood within the veil, and do with his blood as he did with the blood 
of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy-seat, and before the mercy-
seat: 
and he shall make atonement for the holy place, because of the 
uncleannesses of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, 
even all their sins: and so shall he do for the tent of meeting, that dwelleth 
with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. Leviticus 161516 ASV

Hebrews 727 NKJV
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...who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 
His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He 
offered up Himself. Hebrews 727 NKJV

This time the animal was a goat and it was actually one of a pair of goats. In the 
destinies of these two goats there lie deep spiritual truths illustrated in the Sinal 
Covenant 'shadows' and 'patterns'. In effect, the destinies of these two goats 
would express two aspects of one truth. One of the goats must be sacrificed and 
its life forfeited. Again, its blood was to be sprinkled on the golden lid of the Ark of 
the Covenant.

The truth of the cost of the covering sin having been illustrated, the Anointed 
Priest now turned his attention to the second goat of the pair; usually called the 
'e-scape goat'. Another aspect of the truth must now be illustrated. Sin must not 
only be paid for and God propitiated, it must be also be removed from God's 
presence. The Anointed Priest laid both his hands on the head of the 'e-scape 
goat'  and names all the nation's offences against God.

Leviticus 162122 ASV

and Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess 
over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, 
even all their sins; and he shall put them upon the head of the goat, and shall 
send him away by the hand of a man that is in readiness into the wilderness: 
and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a solitary land: and he 
shall let go the goat in the wilderness. Leviticus 162122 ASV

The 'e-scape goat', this is how it got its English name in our Bibles, is released into 
the wilderness carrying 'in its body' all their iniquities...

1Peter 224 NKJV

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to 
sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 1Peter 
224 NKJV

Again, to modern ears this all sounds very strange but in its powerful pictures God 
was teaching vital lessons to his Covenant people.

In this Sinai Covenant pattern there was to be an annual 'resetting of the dials'. All 
the acculmulated sins of the Covenant community would be recognised, 
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acknowledged , confessed, paid for and put away. What a wonderfully 
comprehensive gospel hidden in the Old Covenant!

Only as a result of the continued 'maintenance of the Covenant' through a 
priesthood would it be possible for God to continue his residence among the 
people of the Covenant. Only through this system of symbolic truth would God's 
full purposes be possible;

Exodus 294346 ASV

And there I will meet with the children of Israel; and the Tent shall be 
sanctified by my glory. 
And I will sanctify the tent of meeting, and the altar: Aaron also and his sons 
will I sanctify, to minister to me in the priest’s office. 
And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God.
And they shall know that I am Jehovah their God,  
that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt,  
that I might dwell among them:  
I am Jehovah their God. Exodus 294346 ASV

The Indivisible link between the Law and the Levitical 
Priesthood
It is important to understand the link between the  Sinai Covenant and the 
Levitical Priesthood. In fact, they are inseparable. The priests became the 
guardians of the Covenant and the Book of the Covenant, their work of 
'reconciliation' is a vital element of the Sinai Covenant, without their function the 
Sinai Covenant could not function. Without their ministry the Covenant is defiled 
and God cannot remain among his people. Without the functioning priesthood, the 
Covenant stands in abeyance and without the Covenant, their existence as 
Jehovah's people is nullified and God can no longer be held to his Covenant to be 
"Jehovah, Israel's God". The Sinai Covenant and the Levitical Priesthood are 
inseparable; they stand or fall together.

The first Anointed Priest... did you remember that the word Christ means 'the 
Anointed One'? The first Anointed Priest was Aaron. The Covenant of Levi was 
entrusted exclusively to Aaron his his male descendants. When Moses' role of 
Mediator was completed it becomes the role of the priests to keep things 'on 
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track'. They become the 'teachers' of the nation and guardians of day by day 
guidance through their stewardship of the Urim and Thummin. Only the priestly 
family could function in this way and when even a member of the royal family 
trespassed into this area of authority God's summary judgment was visited upon 
him 

2Chronicles 261621 ASV

¶ But when he Uzzia) was strong, his heart was lifted up, so that he did 
corruptly, and he trespassed against Jehovah his God; for he went into the 
temple of Jehovah to burn incense upon the altar of incense. 
And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of 
Jehovah, that were valiant men: 
and they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It pertaineth not unto 
thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto Jehovah, but to the priests the sons of 
Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou 
hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honor from Jehovah God. 
Then Uzziah was wroth; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense; and 
while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy brake forth in his forehead 
before the priests in the house of Jehovah, beside the altar of incense. 
And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, behold, 
he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out quickly from thence; 
yea, himself hasted also to go out, because Jehovah had smitten him. 
And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a 
separate house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of Jehovah: 
and Jotham his son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land. 
2Chronicles 261621 ASV

As we saw at the beginning of this study, this authority of the Levitical family to be 
the nation's priests is specifically called a covenant;

Malachi 245 ASV

And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my 
covenant may be with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him that he 
might fear; and he feared me, and stood in awe of my name. Malachi 245 
ASV



bb-TBC18 6

Comparatively, for its size, the book of Malachi has more to say about 'covenant' 
than any other book in the Bible and it is in Malachi that we discover a wonderful 
picture of the coming Messiah whom he describes as 'the Messenger of the 
Covenant'

Malachi 31 ASV

¶ Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. 
Malachi 31 ASV

I wonder how often Christians think of Christ as the 'Messenger of the Covenant'. 
We can't spend too much time here in Malachi but there is powerful repetition of 
the idea of God's messengers in Malachi.

The name Malachi means 'my messenger'

His prophecy rebukes the priests of his day because they have failed as 
'messengers of the Covenant;

Malachi 278 ASV

For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts. 
But ye are turned aside out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble in the 
law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. Malachi 
278 ASV

Malachi prophesies the coming of a faithful man from the tribe of Levi, John 
Baptist, who never functioned in the Temple of his day, but who, in turn was a 
faithful messenger preparing the way for the Messenger of the Covenant.

So, let's repeat the statement that the Sinai Covenant cannot operate without the 
Levitical Priesthood; they are inseparable. The Levitical Covenant was really a 
'covenant within a covenant' and they cannot function in isolation from each other. 
The epistle to the Hebrews draws our attention to this often forgotten feature of 
the New Covenant as he explains the significance of Christ and his present 
continuing role.

Hebrews 71112 NKJV
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¶ Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it 
the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest 
should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according 
to the order of Aaron? 
For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the 
law. Hebrews 71112 NKJV

That last sentence is the key; the Levitical Covenant and the Sinai Covenant must 
stand or fall together, if one is changed so must the other.

The back-drop to the Old Testament
The back-drop to the Old Testament then is the Old Covenant ie the Sinai 
Covenant within which is embedded the Levitical Covenant. In the record we see 
that although at times the Levitical priesthood functioned very imperfectly but 
every new beginning brought the Covenant nation back to its origins. Even when 
the nation changed to a monarchy, the priesthood is the continuing back-drop.

Did you know that the kings of the Covenant nation were required to be 'bible-
based'? They were required to base their reign on the fundamentals of the Sinai 
Covenant as recorded in the book of Deuteronomy. When a king came to the 
throne one of his first duties was to create his own personal copy of Deuteronomy 
and to meditate upon its truths daily!

Deuteronomy 171820 ASV

¶ And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that  
he shall write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which is before the 
priests the Levites: 
and it shall be with him, 
and he shall read therein all the days of his life; 
that he may learn to fear Jehovah his God, to keep all the words of this law 
and these statutes, to do them; 
that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside 
from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he 
may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of Israel. 
Deuteronomy 171820 ASV
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The signigificance of this is that even though the pattern of government might 
change the underlying facts of life had not changed. The coming  of monarchy did 
not change the foundations of the nation. Monarchy was an addition not a 
substitution. The nation was God's nation by Covenant and the kings were to 
remind themselves daily that they were 'in the midst of Israel' not over it.

Consequently the monarchy and the Davidic Covenant are really still part of the 
Sinai Covenant. In historical terms the monarchy was 'added' or 'added to the side' 
many years later but it was foreseen right here in the book of Deuteronomy. The 
monarch was required  to live, as his people, in accordance with the Sinai 
Covenant and, necessarily, if the Sinai Covenant every ceased this aspect of the 
Covenant would cease too.

The scenes of priesthood change greatly through the 1400 years that the Sinai 
Covenant was in force. Priesthood moves from Tabernacle to Temple and to ruin, 
to restoration in the days of Christ a Temple built my someone who wasn't 
technically even part of the Covenant people. There were many stops and starts 
to the sacrificial ceremonies of the Tabernacle and the Temple but on 27th July 
AD 70, as the Roman armies prepared for an all-out attack on the Temple, the 
priests were forced to suspend the holy rite of Tamid, the daily sacrifice of a lamb, 
the supply of fresh lambs having finally given out. The last sacrificial lamb had 
been sacrificed and the Levitical priesthood has now been obsolete for almost 
2000 years.

Christ's death brought the Sinai Covenant and its Priesthood to an end and the 
physical ceasing of its ceremonies was inevitable. Those who lived in the years 
leading up to AD 70 saw it coming very clearly. The writer to the Hebrews is 
speaking to people who were in danger of being drawn back into a covenant that 
had no passed it 'sell-by date' and speaks of Jeremiah's  promise of a New 
Covenant , adding  as a final comment;

Hebrews 813 DRBY

In that he says New, he has made the first old; but that which grows old and 
aged [is] near disappearing. Hebrews 813 DRBY

In this chapter 6 of "The Better Covenant" we saw the significance of the Levitical 
priesthood and  its scheme of offerings and sacrifices for sin. The Sinai Covenant 
was able to continue to function because of the sacrificial systems that God had 
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built into it and and which acted as the 'maintenance element' of their Covenant.  
We saw that Yom Kippur, the annual Day of Atonement served to 'reset the clocks' 
and to start every year afresh.  
We saw the inseparable  connection between the Sinai Covenant and the 
Covenant of Levi and that a promise of a New Covenant must, of necessity, bring 
in a new kind of priesthood and a new kind of law.


